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Why does our culture feel increasingly chaotic?
e Inthe home.

In schools.

In the workplace.

In marriage.

Toward government.

Toward law enforcement.

Toward the church.

What is wrong with our world?
e Rebellion.

The problem began in a garden.
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1 (NLT)

“?’So God created human beings in His own image. In the image of God He created them; male and female He
created them. *®Then God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.”” Genesis
1:27-28 (NLT)

“"Then God looked over all He had made, and He saw that it was very good!” Genesis 1:31 (NLT)

““Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there He placed the man He had made. °The
Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced
delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden He placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.” Genesis 2:8-9 (NLT)

“»The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. ®But the Lord God warned
him, ‘You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—"except the tree of the knowledge of good and
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evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”” Genesis 2:15-17 (NLT)

“"The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked the woman,
‘Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?’ ?‘Of course we may eat fruit
from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. *It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that
we are not allowed to eat. God said, “You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.”” **You won’t
diel’ the serpent replied to the woman. *>‘God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and
you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.’ °The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was
beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the
fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. ’At that moment their
eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to
cover themselves. ®When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord God
walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees. °Then the Lord God called to the
man, ‘Where are you? °He replied, ‘| heard you walking in the garden, so | hid. | was afraid because | was
naked.” ""Who told you that you were naked?’ the Lord God asked. ‘Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit |
commanded you not to eat?’ The man replied, ‘It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and |
ate it” ®Then the Lord God asked the woman, ‘What have you done?’ ‘The serpent deceived me,” she replied.
‘That’s why | ate it” “Then the Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, you are cursed more
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than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. *And |
will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike
your head, and you will strike his heel.’ ®*Then He said to the woman, ‘| will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy,
and in pain you will give birth. And you will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you.” ”And to the
man He said, ‘Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit | commanded you not to eat, the
ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. It will grow thorns and
thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you
return to the ground from which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust you will return.’”
Genesis 3:1-19 (NLT)

“?3So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden ... ” Genesis 3:23 (NLT)
A Theology of Authority

e God’s authority was good from the beginning.
o God gave Adam purpose.
God gave Adam provision.
God gave Adam relationship.
God gave Adam responsibility.
God’s command wasn't oppression. It was protection.
God's authority didn’t threaten Adam's freedom. It protected it.
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e Satan attacked God'’s authority.
o The serpent wasn’t offering fruit. He was offering a throne.
o John Calvin: Unbelief always precedes disobedience.
o Every temptation is an invitation to replace God’s authority with your own.
e Humanity chose self-rule and chaos entered every area of life.
o The first sin wasn’t breaking a rule. It was rejecting a Ruler.
o Every chapter after Genesis 3 echoes the same truth: Rebellion leads to chaos.
Can you see this in our world today?
Can you see it in your own heart and life?

Is there hope?

The problem began in a garden. What if it was resolved in a garden?
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